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Population censuses/ by-censuses provide
a comprehensive database on population statistics,
which is essential to the development of Hong Kong.
The data can facilitate research, discussion, planning
and decision-making within the government and in the
community.

A population by-census was conducted by
the Census and Statistics Department in June to
August 2016. This report presents the main results
of the 2016 Population By-census (16BC) in summary
form. It contains 56 summary tables covering
statistics of a wide range of data topics in the 16BC.
Comparisons are made with the results of the 2006
Population By-census and the 2011 Population Census
where possible.

The publication of this report marks the
first phase of data dissemination of the 16BC.
Statistical tables and charts presented in this report
constitute the key statistics of the most commonly
used data topics in the 16BC. They depict salient
features of the population and broad demographic
changes in Hong Kong. More detailed results and
analyses of the 16BC will be released in stages
through a diversified range of statistical products and
services in the coming 12 months.

In addition, a report which describes the
design, data collection method, operation procedures
and techniques of the 16BC will be released by
end-2017.

Leslie TANG
Commissioner for Census and Statistics

February 2017
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It is an established practice from 1961 for
Hong Kong to conduct a population census once every
10 years and a by-census in the middle of the
intercensal period. The 2016 Population By-census
was conducted in June to August 2016. This report
presents summary findings based on the results of the
2016 Population By-census.

The 2016 Population By-census was
conducted in the 34 day period from 30 June to 2
August 2016. It was a sample enquiry on a broad
range of demographic and  socio-economic
characteristics of the population. About one-tenth of
all quarters in Hong Kong were sampled and all
households therein were included in the enquiry.

The 2016 Population By-census provides
up-to-date benchmark statistics on the socio-economic
characteristics of the population of Hong Kong and on
its geographical distribution. Such statistics is vital
to the planning and policy formulation of the
government. Data on small areas form the basis of
district  development and  service  planning
programmes of the government, while comprehensive
information on population sub-groups, such as the
elderly, youths, single parents, ethnic minorities and
persons from the Mainland having resided in Hong
Kong for less than 7 years, facilitates the planning of
welfare policy and social service programmes. Most
important of all, results of the censuses/ by-censuses
form the benchmark data for the compilation of
population estimates in the Population Statistics
System.

1 2016 Population By-census — Summary Results
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The system for compiling population
figures is complex and requires data from a wide
variety of sources. The results of population
censuses/ by-censuses form the cornerstone of the
system. These benchmark data are taken together
with statistical data generated from administrative
systems (such as births, deaths and passenger
movement records) and sample surveys (in particular
the continuous General Household Survey) to form a
population statistical database which serves a
multitude of purposes, including the compilation of
population figures.

Coverage

The 2016 Population By-census covers
the Hong Kong Resident Population under the
“resident population” approach.  The “resident
population” approach has been adopted to compile the
population estimates of Hong Kong since August
2000. Such change is effected in view of the greater
relevance of the “resident population” concept from a
statistical theory standpoint in measuring the
population size of a place. It is considered
particularly appropriate to do so to take account of the
current residency and mobility patterns of the Hong
Kong population.

The Hong Kong Resident Population at
the reference moment of the 2016 Population By-
census (i.e. 3:00 a.m. on 30 June 2016) covers “Usual
Residents” and “Mobile Residents”. “Usual
Residents” refer to two categories of people: (1) Hong
Kong Permanent Residents who had stayed in Hong
Kong for at least 3 months during the 6 months before
or for at least 3 months during the 6 months after the
reference moment, regardless of whether they were in
Hong Kong or not at the reference moment; and (2)
Hong Kong Non-permanent Residents who were in
Hong Kong at the reference moment.

2 2016 Population By-census — Summary Results
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As for “Mobile Residents”, they are Hong
Kong Permanent Residents who had stayed in Hong
Kong for at least 1 month but less than 3 months
during the 6 months before or for at least 1 month but
less than 3 months during the 6 months after the
reference moment, regardless of whether they were in
Hong Kong or not at the reference moment.

The results of the 2006 Population
By-census, the 2011 Population Census and the 2016
Population By-census presented in this report all refer
to the Hong Kong Resident Population enumerated
under the “resident population” approach. However,
their reference moments are different, with the 2006
Population By-census in mid-July, while the 2011
Population Census and the 2016 Population By-census
both in end-June. Caution has to be taken in making
comparison in view of the effect due to different
reference periods particularly for such data topics as
educational characteristics and economic
characteristics.  Nonetheless, results of the 2006
Population By-census, the 2011 Population Census
and the 2016 Population By-census are broadly
comparable.

Symbols

The following
throughout the publication :

symbols are used

- Nil
.. Not applicable
N.A. Notavailable
0.0  Lessthan 0.05%

Rounding of Figures

Owing to rounding, there may be a slight
discrepancy between the sum of individual items and
the total as shown in the tables.

Median statistics related to income, rent,
and mortgage payment and loan repayment are
rounded to the nearest ten of Hong Kong dollar.
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Population Size and Structure

Population size

1. The 2016 Population By-census shows that
the Hong Kong Resident Population in mid-2016 was
7336 585. Among them, 7116829 were Usual
Residents and 219 756 were Mobile Residents.
(Table 1)

2. The total number of persons present in
Hong Kong at the reference moment (i.e. 3:00 a.m. on
30 June 2016) was 7 269 503, including 6 863 253
Usual Residents, 69 144 Mobile Residents, 6 106
Short-stay Hong Kong Permanent Residents and
331 000 transients. (Table 1)

3. During 2011-2016, population growth
remained slow with an average annual growth rate of
0.7%, as compared with 0.6% during 2006-2011.
(Chart 1)

Age and sex structure

4, During the past 10 years, the ageing trend
in the population continued. The pace of ageing
became faster in the recent years, mainly attributable
to the post-war baby boomers entering old age. The
proportion of elderly persons aged 65 and above in the
total population rose from about 12% in 2006 to about
16% in 2016. The increase in this 10-year period
was similar in magnitude to that in the preceding
20-year period (the proportion increased from about
8% in 1986 to about 12% in 2006). This apart, the
continuously low level of fertility rate led to a
reduction in the proportion of children aged under 15.
As regards the median age of the population, it rose
from 39.6 in 2006 to 41.7 in 2011 and further to 43.4
in 2016. The above changes relating to age structure
are discernible by comparing the shape of the
population pyramids over time.

(Tables 2, 2A and Chart 2)
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5. The overall dependency ratio, which is the
ratio of the number of persons aged under 15 and
those aged 65 and over to 1 000 persons in the 15-64
age group, declined from 353 in 2006 to 333 in 2011
but then rose to 373 in 2016. The increase in the
overall dependency ratio during 2011-2016 was due to
a rapid surge in elderly dependency while child
dependency remained unchanged. After excluding
foreign domestic helpers, the overall dependency
ratios became higher, at 367 in 2006, 349 in 2011 and
397 in 2016 respectively. (Tables 3 and 3A)

6. Sex ratio (i.e. number of males per 1 000
females) of the population remained below parity.
From 911 in 2006, the ratio dropped to 852 in 2016.
After excluding foreign domestic helpers, the sex
ratios became higher, at 961 in 2006 and 925 in 2016
respectively. (Tables 4 and 4A)

Other Demographic Characteristics
Marital status

7. Among the population excluding foreign
domestic helpers, 61.7% of the male population aged
15 and over were married in 2016, which increased
marginally when compared to 2006 and 2011.
However, the proportion of married female population
decreased slightly from 55.8% in 2006 to 55.3% in
2016. On the other hand, over the past 10 years, the
proportion of male population who were divorced or
separated increased from 2.8% in 2006 to 3.7% in
2016, and for females, from 4.8% to 6.1%.

(Tables 5, 5A and Chart 3)

8. The effect of age structure has to be
isolated in analysing nuptiality. Studying the
proportion of the never married by age group best
serves the purpose. There has been an increase in the
proportion of never married population in the ages of
20-49 over the past 10 years. The following analysis
focuses on the population aged 30-49, excluding
foreign domestic helpers.  Amongst those aged
30-39, the proportion of males who were never
married remained stable at 39.2% in both 2006 and
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2016, whereas an increase was seen in their female
counterparts, from 27.5% in 2006 to 29.9% in 2016.
On the other hand, amongst those aged 40-49, the
proportion of males who were never married increased
notably, from 13.9% in 2006 to 18.2% in 2016,
whereas their female counterparts saw a smaller
increase, from 13.5% to 15.9%. (Tables 6 and 6A)

Place of birth

9. The proportion of population born in Hong
Kong remained stable at about 60% over the last 10
years. The proportion of population born in the
mainland of China/ Macao/ Taiwan decreased from
33.5% in 2006 to 31.0% in 2016. (Table 7)

Nationality

10. In 2016, 90.6% of the population were of
Chinese nationality with place of domicile being
Hong Kong. Besides, 1.7% of the population were
of Chinese nationality but with place of domicile other
than Hong Kong. (Table 8)

Ethnicity

11. About 92% of the population were of
Chinese ethnicity. The largest non-Chinese ethnic
groups in Hong Kong were Filipinos and Indonesians,
constituting 2.5% and 2.1% of the population
respectively. (Table 9)

Duration of residence in Hong Kong

12. The proportion of population having
resided in Hong Kong for 10 years or more decreased
slightly from 83.1% in 2006 to 81.9% in 2016.
(Table 10)

Language/ Dialect

13. Cantonese was the most commonly used
language at home. 88.9% of the population aged 5
and over spoke Cantonese at home in 2016. Another
5.7% claimed that they could speak Cantonese as
another language. In other words, 94.6% of the
population aged 5 and over could speak Cantonese,
slightly decreased when compared with 2006 and

7 2016 Population By-census — Summary Results
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2011. (Tables 11 and 12)

14. The proportion of the population who
could speak English continued to increase, from
44.7% in 2006 to 53.2% in 2016. The proportion of
the population who could speak Putonghua increased
as well, from 40.2% in 2006 to 48.6% in 2016.
(Tables 11 and 12)

Education

Educational attainment

15. There was continuous improvement in the
educational attainment of the population.  The
proportion of the population aged 15 and over having
attended secondary or higher education increased
from 74.6% in 2006 to 80.0% in 2016.
Correspondingly, the proportion of the population
aged 15 and over having completed lower secondary
or above education increased from 67.2% in 2006 to
74.3% in 2016.

(Tables 13, 13A, 14, 14A, Charts 4 and 5)

16. With the rapid expansion of post-secondary
education in Hong Kong, the proportion of the
population who had attended education in degree
courses increased significantly from 15.4% in 2006 to
22.2% in 2016. In 2016, the proportion who had
completed degree courses was also high at 20.7%.
(Tables 13, 13A, 14, 14A, Charts 4 and 5)

School attendance

17. Proportionately, more children of school
ages were attending school in 2016 than in 2006.
Among children aged 6-17, school attendance was
almost universal in 2016. (Table 15)

Field of education

18. “Business and commercial  studies”
remained as the most popular field of education
reported by those with post-secondary education.
The proportion of the population with post-secondary

8 2016 Population By-census — Summary Results
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education in this field increased slightly from 32.3%
in 2006 to 32.7% in 2016. “Arts and social science”
and “Mechanical, electrical, electronic and marine
engineering” were the next two more popular fields of
education. (Table 16)

Labour Force

Labour force size and structure

19. The labour force increased from 3 572 384
in 2006 to 3 954 798 in 2016, along with the growth
of the population aged 15 and over. The overall
labour force participation rate also increased slightly
from 60.3% in 2006 to 60.8% in 2016. The median
age of the labour force increased from 39.7 in 2006 to
42.3in2016. (Tables17,17A, 18 and 18A)

Labour force participation rate

20. Comparing with 2006, the male labour
force participation rates for the majority of age groups
in 2016 remained roughly the same. On the contrary,
female participation rates increased significantly for
most of the age groups over the same period.

(Chart 6)

Employment status

21. The proportion of employees in the
working population decreased slightly to 88.7% in
2016, from 89.2% in 2006. The proportion of
employers decreased notably from 6.1% in 2006 to
3.6% in 2016, whereas the proportion of
self-employed persons increased significantly from
4.0% in 2006 to 7.3% in 2016. (Table 19)

Occupation

22. The proportion of professionals, associate
professionals, managers and administrators in the
working population increased from 33.0% in 2006 to
36.2% in 2011 and 37.7% in 2016. The rise in the
proportion of associate professionals was the most

9 2016 Population By-census — Summary Results
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significant, with an increase from 16.1% in 2006 to
19.6% in 2011 and further to 20.5% in 2016. On the
other hand, there was a continuous decrease in the
proportion of the working population engaged as craft
and related workers, from 8.6% in 2006 to 7.4% in
2011 and 5.6% in 2016. (Table 20 and Chart 7)

Industry

23. “Import/ export, wholesale and retail
trades” was the largest economic sector, employing
18.9% of the working population in 2016. This was
followed by “Public administration, education, human
health and social work activities” and “Real estate,
professional and business services”, which employed
15.1% and 14.3% of the working population
respectively.  The ranking of the three largest
economic sectors was the same as in 2006 and 2011.
(Table 21)

Income from main employment

25. The median monthly income from main
employment of the working population was $15,000
in 2016. This represents an increase of 50.0% and
36.4% respectively over that in 2006 and 2011. After
discounting the effect of inflation, the median monthly
income from main employment recorded increases of
about 10% over the past 10 years and 16% over the
past 5 years in real terms respectively. This reflects
that the increase in income of the working population
could generally cope with inflation, resulting in
improvement in purchasing power.

(Tables 22 and 22A)

Households

Number of domestic households

26. Over the last decade, the number of
domestic households increased by 12.7%, from
2 226 546 households to 2509 734 households.
Along with the change in the composition of domestic
households, the average household size dropped from
3.0 to 2.8, leading to a faster growth of the number of
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domestic households than the population. (Chart 8)
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continued in the past 10 years. The average
household size decreased from 3.0 in 2006 to 2.9 in
2011 and 2.8 in 2016. In particular, the proportion of
households with one to two persons increased from
40.6% in 2006 to 44.8% in 2016. On the contrary,
the proportion of households with six persons and
over dropped from 3.9% in 2006 to 3.3% in 2016.
(Table 23 and Chart 9)

Household composition

28. During the past 10 years, there was a
significant decline in the proportion of domestic
households which comprised a couple with unmarried
children, from 41.3% in 2006 to 36.7% in 2016. On
the other hand, the proportion of one-person
households rose from 16.5% in 2006 to 18.3% in
2016, attributable to population ageing and more
people staying single.  Moreover, owing to a
relatively low birth rate, the proportion of two-person
households which comprised a couple only increased
from 14.1% in 2006 to 15.5% in 2016. (Table 24)

Household income

29. The median monthly domestic household
income in 2016 was $25,000. This represents an
increase of 44.9% over that in 2006, and an increase
of 22.0% when compared with 2011.  After
discounting the effect of inflation, median monthly
domestic household income recorded increases of
about 6% over the past 10 years and 3% over the past
5 years respectively. (Tables 25, 25A and Chart 10)

Housing

Number of occupied quarters

30. Private residential flats constituted 46.0%
of all occupied quarters in 2016, up from 44.5%
10 years ago, while the share of public rental housing
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units dropped from 31.1% in 2006 to 30.2% in 2016.
The proportions of other types of quarters remained
broadly stable. (Table 26)

Population by type of housing

31. In 2016, 53.2% of the population lived in
private permanent housing, which showed an increase
of some 4 and 2 percentage points over that in 2006
and 2011 respectively.  The proportion of the
population living in public rental housing and
subsidised home ownership housing were 29.1% and
15.8% respectively, each representing a decrease of
about 2 percentage points when compared to 10 years
ago. (Table 27 and Chart 11)

Domestic households by type of housing

32. In 2016, 53.0% of domestic households
were living in private permanent housing and 30.4%
were in public rental housing. Another 15.3% of
domestic households were living in subsidised home
ownership housing. (Table 28)

Degree of sharing

33. The degree of sharing, which is measured
by the average number of domestic households in
1 000 units of quarters, decreased from 1 008 in 2006
to 1002 in 2016. (Table 29)

Tenure of accommodation

34. 48.5% of domestic households owned the
quarters they occupied in 2016, down from 52.8% in
2006. The proportion of sole tenants rose from
43.0% to 46.8% over the same period. Both
sub-letting and co-letting became less common in the
last decade, as reflected by a significant reduction in
the corresponding proportion from 1.0% in 2006 to
0.2% in 2016. (Table 30 and Chart 12)

Number of rooms in the residence

35. The average number of rooms in the
quarters occupied by households in private permanent
housing was 3.7, while the corresponding number for
households in public rental housing was 2.4. It
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should be noted that the number of rooms here
includes living/ dining rooms, bedrooms and other
rooms, but not kitchens and toilets. (Table 31)

Housing cost

36. The median monthly domestic household
rent for public rental housing units was $1,500 in
2016, while that for private residential flats was
$10,000. For domestic households living in owner-
occupier accommodation, 34.3% were with mortgage
or loan. For those with mortgage or loan, the median
monthly mortgage payment and loan repayment was
$10,500 for private permanent housing and $5,480 for
subsidised home ownership housing.

(Tables 30, 32 and 33)

37. In 2016, domestic households in private
residential flats had a median rent to income ratio of
30.7% and the corresponding figure for public rental
housing units was 9.3%. Meanwhile, for households
in owner-occupied private permanent housing with
mortgage or loan payment, the median mortgage
payment and loan repayment to income ratio was
19.0%. The corresponding figure for subsidised
home ownership housing was 15.5%.

(Tables 32, 33 and Chart 13)

Characteristics of the Districts

Population distribution

38. Redistribution of the population continued
during the past 10 years. The New Territories still
had the largest share of the population, with its share
increasing from 52.1% in 2006 to 52.3% in 2016.
The share of the population on Hong Kong Island
decreased from 18.5% in 2006 to 17.1% in 2016.
During the same period, the share of the population in
Kowloon increased from 29.4% in 2006 to 30.6% in
2016. (Table 34)

39. Most districts in the New Territories
recorded population growth in the past 10 years.
Owing to the development of new towns in the West
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highest growth rate among all districts in the New
Territories (15.0%), followed by the Islands district
(14.4%). In Kowloon, the population increased in all
districts.  For the whole Hong Kong Island, the

population decreased. (Table 34)
Population density
40. Population density, as measured by the

number of persons per square kilometre of land area,
increased from 6 352 in 2006 to 6 777 in 2016 for the
territory as a whole. The most densely populated
district was the Kwun Tong district, with a density of
57 530 persons per square kilometre in 2016. The
population densities in districts in the New Territories
were generally lower than those in districts on Hong

Kong Island and in Kowloon. (Table 35)
Age Structure
41. Among the District Council districts, the

North district had the largest proportion of persons
aged below 15 in 2016, which recorded a figure of
12.8%, whereas the Central and Western district and
the Wan Chai district had the smallest proportion of
9.7%. The proportion of persons aged 65 and over
was the largest in the Wong Tai Sin district and the
Kwun Tong district with a figure of 17.2% each,
whereas the smallest proportion of 14.6% was
recorded in the Tsuen Wan district. The youngest
median age of 42.1 was recorded in the Yuen Long
district, while the oldest of 44.9 was recorded in the

Wan Chai district. (Table 36)
Education
42. 24.7% of the population aged 15 and over

in the Wong Tai Sin district and the Kwai Tsing
district had education level at primary and below in
2016, being the largest proportion among all District
Council districts. On the other hand, the largest
proportion of the population aged 15 and over having
attained post-secondary education was observed in the
Central and Western district with a figure of 49.5% in
2016. (Table 37)
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